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Mar. 2, FuelFest

Mar. 9, South County Pet Expo

FuelFest brings the passion of the automotive community to Orange
County, showcasing an eclectic collection of cars including Fast & Furious
official movie cars, exotics, classics, and imports. Enjoy live music, food,
beer, vendors, art, celebrities, interactive exhibits, and more! FuelFest
benefits Paul Walker’s Foundation, Reach Out WorldWide.
Time: 10 am–3 pm
Location: Angel Stadium, 2000 E. Gene Autry Way, Anaheim
www.fuelfest.com

Get ready for the 4th Annual South County Pet Expo, featuring plenty of
rescue groups with pets to adopt, entertaining canine demonstrations, a
wide array of pet products and services, information booths, giveaways,
food trucks, live music, and a book signing by W. Bruce Cameron!
Time: 10 am–2 pm
Place: Lake Forest Sports Park, 28000 Rancho Pkwy., Lake Forest
www.adoptocpets.org/event/2019-south-county-pet-expo

Mar. 2, Lantern Festival
Bring the entire family for Pacific Symphony’s free annual Lantern Festival,
which marks the return of spring and represents the reunion of family.
Enjoy delicious food, live music, dance performances, and activities such
as lantern-decorating, riddle-solving, and Chinese folk dance lessons.
Time: 11 am
Location: Segerstrom Center for the Arts, Costa Mesa
www.scfta.org/events/2019/lantern-festival-2019

Mar. 15–17, Cherry Blossom Festival
Partake in a spring celebration of Japanese culture with Taiko drumming,
minyo, classical dance, gagaku music, origami, ikebana, cosplay, anime
characters, electronic music, jazz, video games, food, drinks, and a Sakura
Night Market! The Festival supports the international student exchange
program between Huntington Beach and its sister city, Anjo, Japan.
Time: Refer to website
Location: Huntington Beach Central Park Bandstand, Huntington Beach
www.hbcbfest.com

Mar. 15–17 & 22–24, HB APA’s The Phantom of the Opera
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Mar. 2–3 & 9–10, Dana Point Festival of Whales
Experience whale watching at the height of the season, as well as a kickoff parade, live music, tasty food, local art, tours, lectures, boat-building
and sand-sculpting contests, a dinghy dash and a rubber ducky derby, a
diamond dig, classic car and boat displays, ocean-minded exhibits and
vendors, sailing and paddling lessons, a beach cleanup, and more.
Time: Refer to website
Location: Refer to website (Dana Point)
www.festivalofwhales.com

Experience a timeless story of seduction and despair with a brilliant score!
The Phantom of the Opera tells the tale of a masked figure who lurks
beneath the catacombs of the Paris Opera House, exercising a reign of
terror over all who inhabit it. He falls madly in love with a young soprano
and devotes himself to creating a new star through devious approaches.
Time: 7:30 pm Friday & Saturday, 2 pm Sunday
Location: HB Academy for the Performing Arts, Huntington Beach
www.hbapa.org/see

Mar. 3–9, Orange County Restaurant Week

Mar. 16, OC School of the Arts Gala 2019: Let’s Get Loud

Explore Orange County one meal at a time during the yummiest week
of the year! Restaurants are dishing up delicious food and cocktails at
fantastic prices for one week. Prix fixe menus are $10–$25 per person for
lunch and $20–$50 per person for dinner.
Time: Refer to individual restaurant hours
Location: Refer to individual restaurant locations
www.ocrestaurantweek.com

Get ready, get up, get dancing, and get loud for a celebration in support
of arts education! Each year, the OC School of the Arts Foundation hosts a
themed, black-tie Gala with student performances, auctions, and a gourmet
dinner. Proceeds go to tuition-free, donation-dependent arts programs.
Time: 5:30 pm
Location: Hotel Irvine Jamboree Center, Irvine
www.ocsarts.net/support-ocsa/gala
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Mar. 17, Newport-Mesa Spirit Run

Mar. 28, Gallery Opening Reception: Protecting Mother Earth

Run for fitness, family, community, and education! This event includes 5
adult races, 7 youth races, a 5K Family Walk, a Family Mile, a Toddler Trot,
and a Dog Mile. The Youth & Fitness Expo features live music, food and
drinks, activities, massage, shopping, and health and fitness information.
The Dog Expo will have adoptable pets, free on-site microchip scans and
pet registration, pet food samples, and more.
Time: 6 am
Location: Fashion Island, 401 Newport Center Dr., Newport Beach
www.nmspiritrun.org

Come and appreciate an exhibition about the protection and conservation
of our natural environment from the perspective of Native Americans,
who, as the original human inhabitants of the western hemisphere,
continue to have a unique relationship with the land.
Time: Noon–2 pm (Tour 6:30–8:30 pm)
Location: The Muckenthaler Cultural Center, Fullerton
www.themuck.org/programing

Mar. 17, St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
It’s the luck of the Irish! Bring the kids for a fun-filled day to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day with story time, art, and activities including shamrock
stamping and decorating, leprechaun trap-building, and an end-of-therainbow treasure hunt! Be sure to wear your greenest outfit for the Irish
parade at the end of the day.
Time: 10 am–5 pm
Location: Pretend City Children’s Museum, 29 Hubble, Irvine
www.pretendcity.org/event/st-patricks-day
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Mar. 29–30, Ocean Institute Jazz Festival
Indulge in two nights of world-class jazz and gourmet food, featuring
Grammy Award Winner Deniece Williams! Enjoy small bites, hosted bars,
a silent auction, and a four-course gala dinner presented by talented local
chefs.This event is the Ocean Institute’s biggest fundraiser of the year and
proceeds directly support the Adopt-A-Class program.
Time: Refer to website
Location: Ocean Institute, 24200 Dana Point Harbor Dr., Dana Point
www.ocean-institute.org/jazz-festival

Mar. 29–31, WonderCon Anaheim
Mar. 19, St. Joseph’s Day & Return of the Swallows Celebration
Gather for a historic celebration of tradition and community to mark the
annual return of the famous swallows to Capistrano and the coming of
spring—a time of renewal and rebirth. Event highlights include bellringing, mariachi music, presentations, dance performances, and more.
Time: 9 am–3 pm
Location: Mission SJC, 26801 Ortega Hwy., San Juan Capistrano
www.missionsjc.com/events-venue/signature-events/saint-josephs-dayand-the-return-of-the-swallows-celebration

Experience San Diego Comic-Con’s sister show in Anaheim! WonderCon
embraces all the main aspects of SDCC, including comics, movies, TV,
animation, celebrities, seminars, a giant exhibit hall, the Masquerade, and
more. This is a must-attend event on the comic book convention schedule.
Time: Refer to website
Location: Anaheim Convention Center, 800 W. Katella Ave., Anaheim
www.comic-con.org/wca

Mar. 29–Apr. 28, Knott’s Boysenberry Festival
Celebrate the flavorful boysenberry and its historic roots at Knott’s
Berry Farm! This 31-day food festival features over 75 one-of-a-kind
boysenberry-inspired dishes, drinks, foot-stompin’ entertainment, a wine
and craft brew tasting garden, and family fun for everyone!
Time: Refer to website
Location: Knott’s Berry Farm, 8039 Beach Blvd., Buena Park
www.knotts.com/play/events/boysenberry-festival
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Mar. 23, Swallows Day Parade & Mercado Street Faire
See one of the nation’s largest non-motorized parades! The Fiesta de las
Golondrinas celebrates the return of the swallows to Mission San Juan
Capistrano on St. Joseph’s Day. Bring the family, grab a bite to eat, browse
over 100 vendors, enjoy live country music, and more at the street fair.
Time: 11 am (Parade), 9 am–5 pm (Faire)
Location: Historic Town Center, Downtown San Juan Capistrano
www.swallowsparade.com
Mar. 25, Swing for the Sea Lions
Don’t miss this annual golf tournament benefitting Laguna Beach’s Pacific
Marine Mammal Center! Golf cart rental, lunch, and dinner are included.
At the end of the tournament, a helicopter will drop numbered golf balls
at a target hole—the ball that falls into the hole first wins a big cash prize!
Time: 10 am–6 pm
Location: Aliso Viejo Country Club, 33 Santa Barbara Dr., Aliso Viejo
www.pmmcgolf.accelraising.com

Mar. 31, Glitterfest
Embrace spring in Southern California! The air is warming, the flowers are
growing, and we are reminded of rebirth and renewal—the perfect time
to bring together local artists for a handmade, mixed-media art festival!
This blend of jewelry, folk art sculpture, paper whimsy, and vintage home
decor is a one-of-a-kind event.
Time: 10 am–3 pm
Location: Spring Field Banquet & Conference Center, Fullerton
www.glitterfest.com
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